VZCZCXYZ0008 
PP  RUEHWEB 


DE  RUEHGV  #1263  3571108 
ZNY  CCCCC  ZZH 
P 231108Z  DEC  09 
FM  USMISSION  GENEVA 

TO  RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHDC  PRIORITY  1137 

INFO  RUEHBD / AMEMBAS S Y BANDAR  SERI  BEGAWAN  PRIORITY  0069 

RUEHBK/AMEMBASSY  BANGKOK  PRIORITY  2041 

RUEHBJ/AMEMBASSY  BEIJING  PRIORITY  5905 

RUEHHI/AMEMBASSY  HANOI  PRIORITY  0966 

RUEH JA/ AMEMBASSY  JAKARTA  PRIORITY  2259 

RUE HKL /AMEMBAS SY  KUALA  LUMPUR  PRIORITY  1738 

RUEHML/AMEMBASSY  MANILA  PRIORITY  0583 

RUE HPF/ AMEMBASSY  PHNOM  PENH  PRIORITY  0392 

RUE HGO /AMEMBASSY  RANGOON  PRIORITY  0482 

RUE HGP/ AMEMBASSY  SINGAPORE  PRIORITY  0970 

RUE HKO /AMEMBASSY  TOKYO  PRIORITY  6947 

RUEHVN/AMEMBASSY  VIENTIANE  PRIORITY  0234 


CONFIDENTIAL  GENEVA  001263 


SIPDIS 

E.O.  12958:  DECL : 12/22/2019 
TAGS:  CH  PREF  PREL  PHUM  CB 

SUBJECT:  UNHCR  CALLS  IN  CHINESE  EMBASSY  ON  DEPORTED  UIGHURS 

Classified  By:  Peter  Mulrean,  RMA  Counselor,  Reasons  1.4  b and  d. 

IQ.  (C)  UNHCR  Asia  Bureau  Director  Kasidis  Rochanakorn  met 
with  Chinese  Mission  Counselor  for  Human  Rights  Bo  Qian 
December  22  regarding  the  20  Uighurs  deported  by  Cambodia 
back  to  China  December  19.  Qian  had  postponed  the  meeting 
the  previous  day  while  waiting  for  instructions  from  Beijing. 

Kasidis  told  RMA  Counselor  that  Qian  read  a prepared 
statement  and  stuck  to  those  points  throughout  the  meeting. 

The  statement  said  that  Cambodia  had  deported  20  Chinese 
citizens  according  to  its  national  immigration  law  and  that 
China  had  received  them  in  accordance  with  Chinese  law.  He 
noted  that,  among  the  20  was  a "leader"  of  the  July  2009 
disturbances  in  Xinjiang,  named  Mohamed  Ali  Kameedeen 
(phonetic).  There  were  four  others  in  the  group  also  wanted 
on  charges  related  to  these  events  (no  names  offered).  Qian 
stated  that  they  were  wanted  on  charges  that  included  arson 
and  illegal  manufacture  of  explosives  and  would  be  given  due 
process  under  the  Chinese  legal  system. 

%2.  (C)  Rochanakorn  said  he  told  Qian  that  both  China's  and 
UNHCR's  reputation  had  been  damaged  in  the  handling  of  the 
Uighur  cases  and  they  needed  to  find  a way  together  to 
redress  the  situation.  He  asked  for  information  on  the 
wherabouts  of  the  20  Uighurs,  as  well  as  any  planned  criminal 
proceedings.  Next,  he  said  UNHCR  would  like  access  to  all 
twenty  individuals.  The  visit  could  be  by  UNHCR  Beijing 
staff.  If  the  goverment  preferred,  Rochanakorn  was  prepared 
to  go  himself,  or  they  could  send  a UNHCR  protection  officer 
who  is  a Chinese  national.  Qian  said  he  would  report  the 
request  back  to  Beijing  for  a response.  Rochanakorn  said 
that,  depending  on  the  reply,  High  Commissioner  Guterres  may 
wish  to  speak  to  a senior  official  in  Beijing. 
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